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One potential indirect consequence of high fertil-
ity rates and large young population in a nation is 
the potential for violence. One way to better study 
a country’s population is by the percentage of total 
population by age such as displayed in population 
pyramids. When countries’ populations are compared 
in this fashion, a significant trend is noted: About 
80% of the world’s civil conflicts since the 1970s 
have occurred in countries with young populations.

Does the association with violence result from 
youth or other related factors? A youth boom was 
associated with the rise of the Nazis in Germany, 
Japan’s militarization, U.S. activism of the 1960s 
and 1970s, and China’s 1989 Tiananmen Square 
protests. Typically, though, countries with young 
populations also tend to experience poverty, unem-
ployment, and unstable governments. 

Race, Skin Color, and Ethnicity
Some would argue that race, however defined, skin 
color, and ethnicity are major regulators of human 
life and of identity creation for some. The 1904 
World’s Fair in St. Louis included an exhibit of liv-
ing “foreign people.” The head anthropologist at the 
fair wrote in an essay titled “The Trend of Human 
Progress” that humans “are conveniently grouped 
in the four culture grades of savagery, barbarism, 
civilization, and enlightenment. . . . The two higher 
culture-grades [are]—especially the Caucasian race, 
and . . . the budded enlightenment of Britain and 
full-blown enlightenment of America” (quoted in 
Wexler, 2008, p. 204). The human “exhibits” at the 
fair were grouped to illustrate this progression.

As you have seen, this historic ranking of indi-
viduals has resulted in othering, or the labeling 
and degrading of cultures and groups outside of one’s own (Riggins, 1997). While many groups 
have been the subject of othering, racial and ethnic groups have been particularly subjected to oth-
ering in language. One common way is to represent the Other as the binary opposite. For example, 
“White colonists were hard-working; dark-skinned natives were lazy” (Jandt & Tanno, 2001).

It seems that as people create a category called “us,” another category of “not us” or “them” 
is created. The collective pronouns us and them become powerful influences on perception. The 
names given to “them” can be used to justify suppression and even extermination. Bosmajian 

Table 14.1  Total Fertility Rates, 2012 Estimates

    1. Niger 7.03

    2. Mali 6.25

    3. Somalia 6.17

    4. Uganda 6.06

    5. Burkina Faso 6.00

    6. Burundi 5.99

    7. Zambia 5.81

    8. Afghanistan 5.54

    9. South Sudan 5.54

  10. Angola 5.49

World 2.45

215. Ukraine 1.29

216. Montserrat 1.28

217. Lithuania 1.28

218. Bosnia and Herzegovina 1.25

219. South Korea 1.24

220. British Virgin Islands 1.24

221. Hong Kong 1.11

222. Taiwan 1.11

223. Macau 0.93

224. Singapore 0.79

Source: United Nations Population Division.


